committed to adventurous dance since ierg:H

continues to explore the evolving language of dance and performance and seeks to reflect the cultural, political and ic di ity of a ing community

Spring 2025 Season
Movement Research at the Judson Church
Monday, May 19, 2025 7pm

Movement Research at the Judson Church is a free forum for
experimentation, emerging ideas & work-in-process.
Note that this performance is not open to review.

Benin Gardner

Figurine

Danced by: Daisy Maass and Benin Gardner

Music by Matthew Patterson Curry and Katie-Rose O’Sullivan. Saxophone by Zachary Kroeber.
Choreography by Benin Gardner

Figurine is a dance in-progress about a clash of noir and western. "[No Country for Old Men] undermines the
very process of adducing a genre identification...[The film] seems to have led the Coens to realize how much
the body at once expresses and withholds, obscuring character just as the body is visually exposed to ever
greater (if unrevealing) scrutiny." - from Late Westerns by Lee Clark Mitchell.
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Choreographer & Performer: Zhangxinan Wu 3K 10> %
Video & Music: Zhangxinan Wu

Costume: Zhangxinan Wu & Huiying Liu

Assistant: Isabella Thorpe-Woods

Special Thanks to: Leonor Mendes, Zeyao Zhang

Queer Cl Cohort: Leland Hull, Quinn Gumbiner, Emily Jones,
Hannah Krafcik, and ara oshin

Raven Rotunda

Created and performed by Quinn Gumbiner, Emily Jones, Hannah Krafcik, Lee Hull, and ara oshin
with contribution from Robin Ekeya <3

Sexystrange queer realness vibrates vibrance — seeking, duplicating, disrupting unhinged family interested
fun. We made this performance over the course of six rehearsals. Each cast member directed one of the first
five rehearsals, and we collectively decided on a plan for the performance during our sixth rehearsal. We
have shared this with our community back home, and now we are sharing it with you.
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Artist Biographies

Benin Gardner is a dancer and writer from Los Angeles. She has performed at
Pageant, Center for Performance Research, and SculptureCenter in works
choreographed by artists like Coco Villa, and Alexa West.

Zhangxinan Wu =3K/0>% (she/her) is a Beijing-born interdisciplinary artist and
writer whose work spans dance improvisation, vocalization, videography, and
performance poetry. Her practice explores art as a distillation of existence, often
engaging performance as daily ritual to create spaces for conscious and subconscious
depth, while fostering contemplation, recycling, and community connection. Wu is the
co-founder of Thursday Afternoon Lab, a performance collective comprising
artist-researchers, performance-makers, actors, and somatic practitioners based in
Beijing, New York and London. The collective challenges the prevailing value system
of neoliberal meaning-making, efficacy, and individualism. Their work has been
showcased at venues such as the Danish Culture Center (Beijing), Yuan Museum, and
the abC Art Book Fair. Since 2023, she has collaborated with the Untitled Group as a
writer and dramaturg, and has been offering dramaturgical support for various artists
and collectives. She is also the resident artist for Amerta 2024 in Kona, Hawaii. Wu
serves as the research director and instructor for Beijing Contact Improvisation and is
the program curator for Body-Time Contact Improv Festival 2024. She previously
worked as a Programs & Events Intern at Movement Research in Spring/Summer
2024.

Queer Cl Cohort: Quinn Gumbiner, Emily Jones, Hannah Krafcik, Lee Hull, and
ara oshin We are a cohort of movers who facilitate a local Queer Contact
Improvisation jam in so-called Portland, OR. We do our best to hold a space of
consent, communication and good faith, without professing utopia. We practice tending
to one another’s intersections and differences, having fun and caring deeply about
each other.
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Support Movement Research today!
TEXT "GIVETOMR" TO 44-321, sink a dollar (or more) in the box,
or give at movementresearch.org/support.
Tax-deductible donations can be sent to:
Movement Research, 150 First Avenue, New York, NY 10009
We appreciate your support!

MR@Judson Selection Committee Fall 2024/Winter 2025 - Spring 2025:
Fana Fraser, Dominica Greene, Carolyn Hall, Johnnie Cruise Mercer,
Barkha Patel, Annie Wang, Jo Warren

Movement Research at the Judson Church artists are selected through an application process reviewed by
a rotating committee of peer artists, each season the Artists of Color Council (AoCC) invites a member of
the community to curate three artists to participate. These artists are joined by Movement Research
Artists-in-Residence and GPS/MRX exchange artists. To apply, visit movementresearch.org

Movement Research Staff Senior Manager of Administration & Finance:
Executive Director: Barbara Bryan Amanda Stambrosky

Director of Artist Programs: Marya Wethers Operations Manager: Raychel Ceciro

Director of Education & Pedagogy: Amanda Loulaki Operations & Finance Associate: Justine Florence

Director of Movement Research at the Judson Church Artists of Color Council Coordinator: Jelani Taylor
Program: Martita Abril
Programs & Events Manager: Leah Fournier

Programs & Events Associate: Anais Gdmez Event Staff

Classes & Workshops Associate: Julia Antinozzi Judson Technical Director: Mae May

Development Manager: Elle Cherry Photo and Video Documentation: 5" nothing productions by
Media & Communications Manager: K May Paz Suarez Rachel Keane and Makenna Finch

Communications Coordinator: Katherine De La Cruz

MR Interns: Isabella Campbell, Yining Chi, Grey Cooper, Jack Dexter, Alex DiCastro, Justine Florence, Sydney
Greenhill, Meg Hasou, Olivia Kick, Spencer Klink, Ethan Luk, Lucienne Parker, mik phillips, Nia, Storm Stokes,
Annabelle Stern, Cameron Surh, Liz Westbrook

MR Publishing, Performance Journal: Joshua Lubin-Levy, John Arthur Peetz, Nicole Bradbury

Critical Correspondence: Londs Reuter and Takahiro Yamamoto

MR Artists-In-Residence: Martita Abril, Wendell Gray I, Jerron Herman, Johnnie Cruise Mercer, Maho Ogawa,
Symara Sarai, Kat Sotelo, Alexa West, Jian Yi, Lu Yim

Van Lier Emerging Artist of Color Fellows: Rochelle Jamila, Dorchel Haqq

Board of Directors: Kevin Beasley, Barbara Bryan, Wally Cardona, Yanira Castro, Adrienne Edwards, Stephen Facey,
Ishmael Houston-Jones, André Lepecki, Sarah Michelson, Kay Takeda, Edisa Weeks, Cathy Weis

Artists of Color Council: Jelani Taylor, Megan Curet, Rebecca Gual, Shawn Rawls

Accessibility Advisory Team: Kiera Bono, Pelenakeke Brown, Anna Gichan, Kayla Hamilton*, Yo-Yo Lin*, Alejandra
Ospina*, iele paloumpis*, Ogemdi Ude (*founding member)

Advisory Board: Wendell Beavers, David Dorfman, Simone Forti, Cynthia Hedstrom, Bill T. Jones, Daniel Lepkoff,
Yvonne Rainer, Jim Staley, and Steve Paxton* and Mary Overlie* (*In Memoriam)
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This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of
Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council; The New York State Council on the Arts
with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature; and the
National Endowment for the Arts (a federal agency). Movement Research receives additional
public support from City Council Member Carlina Rivera; Materials for the Arts (a program of
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, NYC Department of Sanitation, and NYC Department of
Education).

Movement Research gratefully acknowledges the generous contributions of private support
from Dance/NYC’s New York City Dance Rehearsal Space Subsidy Program, an initiative
made possible by The Mellon Foundation; Harkness Foundation for Dance; Howard Gilman
Foundation; James E. Robison Foundation; Jerome Foundation; Marta Heflin Foundation; the
Mellon Foundation; Mertz Gilmore Foundation; Robert Rauschenberg Foundation; Ruth
Foundation for the Arts; and Trust for Mutual Understanding. Movement Research is a
member of Coalition of Small Arts NYC. Movement Research also acknowledges the individual
donors and dear Friends of Movement Research, who contribute financial, support, labor, and
love.

Thanks always to the clergy and staff of Judson Memorial Church. Judson Memorial Church
continues to be a beacon for free spirits in the arts and politics, and a leader among
progressive faith communities in the city and nation for over 100 years. Enormous gratitude to
Frances Alenikoff (1920-2012), founder of Eden's Expressway, and to her daughter Francesca
Rheannon and family, for their continuing belief in the mission of Movement Research and for
keeping alive Frances' spirited example of what lifelong artistry is.
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